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The Soil Conservation Service (SCS) was created in 
1935 to reverse the devastation caused as a result of 

the Dust Bowl

NRCS

Where did we come from?

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/history/images/dustbowl.jpg


Today SCS is known as the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS)



With rapid decline of Monarch 
butterfly populations, along with 
many bee species, state and 
federal wildlife agencies have 
focused a lot more on 
invertebrates…



Bumblebee on Asclepias tuberosa
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Bumblebee on Linaria vulgaris (butter&eggs)
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Native forbs are typically suited 
for nutrient-poor and moisture-

poor conditions.

Don’t lime or fertilize – this just 
helps invasives.  Don’t bury the 
seeds too deep, just ¼ - ½ inch.

Fall dormant seeding (cold 
stratification) recommended.



The goal is to provide forage 
throughout the growing season.  
You want a species mix that 
blooms early, middle, and late. 

Once established, don’t mow 
more than one half of the area in 
any one year.  Set mower height 
at min. 8 inches to protect basal 
rosettes.



Manage for maples and willows, 
which provide some of the 
earliest forage for pollinators.

New England aster, New York 
aster and Meadowsweet (Spiraea
alba) are good late-season 
species.  Goldenrods also cover 
the late period and are often 
already onsite.



Elderberry not only provides food for pollinators,
but it also provides nesting sites for tunnel-nesting bees.
They burrow into the twigs to lay their eggs.  In addition,
the fruits provide food for migratory birds in fall migration.



Photo:  Go Botany – New England Wildflower Society



Arrowwood viburnum (Viburnum dentatum).  In addition,
the fruits provide one of the most nutritious and preferred
foods for migratory birds in fall migration.



Jewelweed – Impatiens capensis
Often found in large colonies in and around wetlands

Photo:  Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center



Smith, S. B. and S. R. McWilliams. 2015. Rochester, NY: Rochester Institute of Technology and University of Rhode Island.



• Scrub‐shrub areas and young 
forest habitats often contain a 
greater diversity of wildlife 
species than older forests. 

• In the Northeast, these are 
important habitat types for a large 
number of birds and other wildlife, 
but particularly for New England 
cottontail, woodcock, and ruffed 
grouse.

• Many shrub land birds such as 
Brown thrasher, American 
redstart,and Yellow breasted chat 
also have declining populations.



American redstart



Yellow breasted chat



Brown thrasher



• Large habitat areas (greater than 10 acres) that 
have dense understory “thickets” of blackberry, 
raspberry, greenbriar, along with young tree 
seedlings can provide habitat for our native rabbit, 
the New England cottontail.
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Hey Gary !

What if I just want to do 
some simple seeding or 
planting in my garden ?























Bees will “self-medicate when they have intestinal parasites.
Contains irigoid glycoside compounds.



http://content.yardmap.org/learn/bees-use-drugs-evidence-of-self-medication/



www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov
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